MEDICAL RESIDENT'S MANUAL. By Frank B. Flood, Richard J. Kennedy, and William J. Grace. New York, Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1962 . xxi, 311 pp. $4.95. The announced purpose of this manual is that it serve only as a vade mecum (handbook), not as a textbook of medicine. It appears to fulfill this aim for the most part although in some respects it falls shy of the mark. There are many useful clinical "pearls" scattered throughout its pages and nearly all of the sections include references to recent publications. The section on electrocardiography comprises almost one-sixth of the book and appears to this reviewer to be too detailed in some portions and too scanty in others for this type of manual. Generally the book can be useful for immediate reference to a clinical problem in order to rejuvenate seldom used but not entirely forgotten synaptic pathways, but by no means should it be used as the "last word." RICHARD 
